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henever I ask people in
Okagaki what
places they

about
would
recommend I visit, the three places
that come up most frequently are
Hatsu Beach, Takakura Temple,
and Budou no Ki (“The Grape
Vine”).

“They have

English conversation students said

good food,” my

“And the place has atmosphere.”
Other students nodded. “They do

weddings, to

0,” one said.

Realising that Budou no Ki was
not some sort of extraordinary
grape vine, I was intrigued, and
decided to visit the place for myself.

And so, on a sunny day in April, I
went to Budou no Ki’s “Forest Area”
in Teno. The warm brick courtyard,
the flowers
and greenery

everywhere,
and the grape
vines that
hung from the
ceilings gave
the place a

- £ rustic charm

which made me feel relaxed as soon

as I entered.

when it was brought up in class.
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For lunch, T went to Mori no Restaurant. Tired and hot from taking

too many photos, I found that the calm, airy atmosphere inside the
i restaurant was just what I needed.

] I ordered the Madam’s Lunch, which included pasta,
{ charcoal-grilled chicken thigh, and Spanish mackerel, which I was

- particularly happy to see ever since I'd first eaten it on my trip to

- Nagasaki in the summer. And all of the food was beautifully

presented — the salad was even served in a small bouquet!




#EE 23 LE REVE
NY &9 DR N ]
HORIZHEELT,
L, b, =
LTHRTH BELLTWD, L
N L SEIOBOMRIZ, 1984
RN C & N TR oM T

1|
|

SE D ORfIE 6 REEDKIH DN
RBRBID—>TH 5,

GIRFEZ L\ ) DI, FpE, 2
RO 1RERE, B LinE o<
H2WEE, T LTRVBREAL T
AVNTR VAKNTURETED
Wo o b DERAET 5 3IREEL B
FEDLEEHFLOEEDT L,

Budou no Ki is a representative
example of success for what is
known as “the sixth sector” of the
food industry: a multiplication of
the first sector, agriculture and
farming; the second sector, the
processing of produce into products
and dishes; and the third sector,

distribution and sales, in the form
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udou no Ki now has
branches in Hakata,
Kitakyushu, and even
Tokyo. But its roots are firmly
planted in Okagaki, where it first

began as a restaurant in 1984
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that wanted to offer its customers

something that could only be
found here.

And something I strongly felt
in Budou no Ki was the sense that
it really was an integral part of
Okagaki. The fire brigade holds
many meetings here, and many
Okagaki residents choose to get
married here. Even I bumped into
an English conversation student
having lunch here with a friend.
Although this was my first visit to
Budou no Ki, the place felt warm
and familiar.

I'm glad I got to visit Okagaki’s
own Budou no Ki. T had a great

time.
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What is a CIR?
Nice to meet you! I’'m Stephanie Chan, Okagaki Town Hall’s CIR,

or Coordinator of International Relations. | was born and raised in
Melbourne, Australia, and am currently working on projects to
encourage international exchange in Okagaki. | started this newsletter,
OKAGAKI NOZOKIMI, in the hopes of learning more about the
residents of Okagaki, and of providing English speakers with a way to
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learn about Okagaki’s appeal. I’ll be in your care!
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